SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
the universities of the West. The Marxist philosophy
bridges the silly gap between theory and practice, ideal
and direction. The ideal of freedom is gradually
realised and unfolded in the increasing multiformity of
economic life, for the reason that freedom, for the first
time in history, has become, not a mystical watchword
under the spell of which a new (prospectively per-
manent) ruling class is swung into power by a deluded
people, but the mere recognition of the economic
relativity of necessity. People in modern Russia do not
discuss the "ultimate** tightness or wrongness of this
or that action. They discuss, in actual political meetings
in their factories, collective farms and trade unions,
whether this or that is conducive to the satisfaction of a
want should be postponed or not. The intensity of
various wants is related, not to any permanent scheme
of good and evil, but to the historical circumstances of
time and place. Such a relativistic, pragmatic view is
alone compatible with the constantly shifting basis of
the satisfaction of wants that is to be attributed to the
growing body of scientific knowledge. All wants are
relatively good or relatively bad according to the
shifting possibilities of satisfying them. Under
capitalism there is endless "ideal" discussion of good
and bad, considered in themselves, like disembodied
spirits swimming in MussolinTs realm **beyond time
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